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A book of known and unknown Daphne taxa ( including “Wikstroemia” ) with detailed descriptions and marvelous paintings and drawings. That is the monograph about the genus Daphne.

When I read the monograph of Mr. Josef J. Halda for the first time, I was not only impressed but also astonished. Former Daphne species are now subspecies and Wikstromias  have become Daphnes.

Before someone will ask why let me explain that it is better to ask why not.

The monograph starts with the two subspecies of Daphne mezereum, subsp. mezereum and subsp. rechingeri. Of course, both plants look very similar and there is evidence that during the last ice ages not only floristic elements migrated from Europe to Iran. A typical European life community occurs in the Iranian area [Hadač, 1963] with frogs (Rana ridibunda, Hyla abrorea), cranefly (Tipula maxima) and divers Carex species, Sagina saginoides, Cerastium cerastoides, Triglochin palustris and further more plants. 

It is obvious that also Daphne mezereum had the chance to migrate, to segregate and to develop a new subspecies. This sample represents the common thinking in plant phylogeny.

In the last ten years the new method of the genetic fingerprint began to influence the angiosperm phylogeny and all what we know about systematic and evolutionary processes is now changing [The Angiosperm Phylogeny Group 1998].

The family of the Magnoliacea is no longer the beginning of all other angiosperms. Iridaceae and Orchidaceae belong now to the Asparagales, no longer to the Liliales. The family of the Scrophulariaceae consists of two different groups. Each group belongs to another family. Is this the end of the Scropholariaceae? 

It is my intention to make clear that a similar appearance does not lead to a close relationship and vice versa. Morphology becomes more important as an aspect in the ecological function and less important in the phylogeny of plants.

On the chromosome level, Mr. Halda mentions it in his chapter of cytology.

When he says that there are no real characteristics to distinguish Daphne from Wikstromia then only the genetic fingerprint can proof the contrary, because there is only one person who has had the luck to see nearly all Daphne species in nature and that is Mr. Halda.

So take this monograph for what it is: a lifetime work and a famously guided tour through the world of Daphnes.

His work is best described in his own words quoted from his seed catalogue 2000:”Our travels take us to the highest and most remote mountains of the world where we often camp for weeks at a time at altitudes of 7000 m while doing research and collection. Of course, there are no roads into these remote areas and our travel is limited to walking, yaks, camels, horses and donkeys. But it is a labor of love for us.”

